
Introduction to 

The Honors Program



Today’s Agenda 

 Grade Point Average

 Requirements

 Maintaining “Good Standing”

 Graduation Designations

 Honors Travel: Study in the States



“Navigating the Honors Program”

 Canvas Quiz

• Opens:  November 16 at 7 am

• Closes: November 30 at 11:55 pm

• Can be taken multiple times; highest score will 
be recorded

• Will not be re-opened once it closes 



Honors Program Good Standing

 Grade Point Average

• 3.3 cumulative Grade Point Average

 Participation 

• 1 Honors Learning Experience (HLE) each semester

 Good Standing = Not on Honors Probation or Suspension

• Required for certain Honors opportunities, such as 
graduation designations, employment, and Honors Travel 



Honors Program Grade Point Average

 3.3 cumulative Grade Point Average = Good Standing

 3.0 – 3.29 cumulative GPA  = Probation 

 < 3.0 cumulative GPA = Ineligible to continue in Honors

• Appeal process is available



Honors Program Grade Point Average

 3.0 – 3.29 cumulative GPA  = Probation 

• Up to two Probation Semesters

• Earn a 3.3 semester GPA to earn a 2nd probation 
semester 

• If given a 2nd probation semester, cumulative GPA 
must be back to 3.3 by the end.



Honors Program GPA Review



Honors Program GPA Scenario 1

 Reggie Redbird is in the Honors Program.  

Reggie earned a 2.9 semester GPA in the fall.  

The cumulative GPA is 3.44.

 What happens to Reggie? to Reggie?

 Nothing.

All good!

The cumulative is still above 3.3.



Honors Program GPA Scenario 2

 Bruce the Goose is in the Honors Program and 

earns a 2.9 fall semester GPA.  

Bruce’s cumulative GPA is 3.15. 

 What happens to Bruce?

 “Honors Probation” for the spring semester.



Honors Program GPA Scenario 3
 It’s the spring and Bruce is on Honors Probation.  

Bruce’s spring semester GPA is 3.40, which brings 

the cumulative GPA to 3.24. 

 What happens to Bruce now?

 2nd probation semester in the fall.

 Must end the 2nd probation semester with a minimum 3.3 

cumulative GPA to continue in the Honors Program.



GPA Estimator in My Illinois State



GPA Estimator in My Illinois State



Honors Program Participation

 Seminar requires a B or better to continue in Honors

 1 Honors Learning Experience (HLE) each semester 

• 4 years = 8 semesters = 8 Honors Learning Experiences

 Other Honors Learning Experiences that result in a grade 

require a C or better



Honors Program Participation

 Participation is not required during the following situations:

• Study abroad for full semester

• Fall semester of PDS, Field based semester (SED), 

Student Teaching semester

• Full-time (12 credit hours) internship

• Final 2 semesters for Medical Lab Science majors



Honors Program Participation: 

Banking an HLE

 “Banking” an Honors Learning Experience (HLE)

 Multiple HLE in a semester: 

“Bank” 1 for a future semester

 Only 1 HLE in the “bank” at a time



Honors Program Suspension

 Did not complete an Honors Learning Experience and 

there is no HLE in the “bank”

 Honors Suspension for the following semester:

• “Regular” registration time  

• Must complete one Honors Learning Experience while 

on Honors Suspension; don’t have to make up the 

missed HLE

• Only one semester of Honors Suspension



Honors Program Participation: 

Summer
 Honors Participation is not required in 

the summer

 If you complete a summer HLE…

• It will be “banked” if your bank is 

empty, OR

• It will be applied to the following 

fall semester



Honors Program Probation vs. Suspension

Probation

 Probation is related to 
Grade Point Average.

 Probation can happen 
multiple times if GPA 
fluctuates.

 Early registration.

Suspension

 Suspension is related to 
Honors Learning Experiences.

 Suspension can only happen 
once.

 “Regular” registration.



Honors Program Requirements Review



Honors Program Requirements Review

 What are the two main requirements for Good Standing?

✓ 3.3 cumulative GPA; 1 HLE each semester



Honors Program Requirements Review

 What is it called when your GPA is not quite high enough?

✓ Honors Probation



Honors Program Requirements Review

 What is the penalty for not completing an Honors Learning 

Experience?

✓ Honors Suspension; lose the privilege of early 

registration



Fast forward: graduation!



Designation
Is the Honors 

Program required?
Cords

Honors Program Scholar Yes Red

Honors in the Major Yes Silver

Laude No; based on GPA Yes

Possible Graduation Designations



Award GPA
Semesters in 

Honors
HLEs

Honors 

Program 

Scholar

3.3 

cumulative
Minimum of 3

1 per semester through 

graduation

Honors in 

the Major 

(Optional)

3.3 

cumulative

3.5 major

Minimum of 3

1 per semester through 

graduation; 

complete specific 

requirements for major

Honors Program Designations
Both designations require being in good standing with 

the Honors Program at the time of graduation.



Honors Program Scholar Honors in the Major

All Honors students should 

earn this

Optional for Honors students to 

choose to pursue

Choose Honors Learning 

Experiences

Complete Honors Learning 

Experiences required by major

Variety of topics and Honors 

Learning Experiences; or can 

focus on your favorite

Honors Learning Experiences are 

major related and focused

Honors Program Designations







Honors Travel



 Partnership with Campus Recreation and 

Outdoor Adventure

 Spring Honors Learning Experience

 Study in the States Components

• Mandatory pre-trip meetings

• Travel over Spring Break

• Leadership development and building community

Honors Travel: Honors Study in the States



Honors Travel: Honors Study in the States

 Friday, March 5 – Sunday, March 14, 2027

 Application opens September 15; 

deadline is November 1

 Trip highlights

• Camping

• Glass bottom boat tour

• Manatee snorkeling tour

• Service with Florida Trail Alliance



Honors Travel: Honors Study in the States

Info Sessions

 Monday, September 14 at 5:45 pm

 Tuesday, September 15 at 5 pm

 Thursday, October 8 at 6 pm

All info sessions will take place in the 

Honors Program Building.



Honors Program Information



Schedule Advising Appointment



Honors Program 
Events

 Welcome Picnic

• Thursday, September 10; 

RSVP by September 8

 This semester:

• Fall Festival

• Graham Cracker Challenge



Announcements for Next Week

 Read the pre-class readings on Study Skills: 

Countering Procrastination and post your pre-class 

assignment

 Your instructor will run the class activity as a model for 

the group presentations
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