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Today’s Agenda

 Your Honors Facilitator presents:

 Honors Learning Experiences

• Honors Travel

• Honors Contracts

• Honors Research



Honors Travel



Honors Travel: Honors Study in the States

 3 Pre-trip meetings

 Travel: Friday, March 5 – Sunday, March 14, 2027

 Application deadline: November 1

 Trip highlights

• Camping

• Glass bottom boat tour

• Manatee snorkeling tour

• Service with Florida Trail Alliance



 Travel over Spring Break or mid-May 

 Honors Travel Components:

• Mandatory pre-trip meetings

• Travel = 8 – 12 days

• Honors Section Options = 

HON 250 or HON 299 

• Spring Break = Spring HLE

• May = Summer HLE

Honors Travel: Study Abroad

South Africa

Galapagos Islands



 Germany, Switzerland, and Austria

• Application deadline: November 1

• Pre-trip meetings in Spring 2027

• Summer 2027 Class: 

• HON 250 – Gen Ed Language in the 

Humanities, or 

• HON 299

Honors Travel May 2027



Honors Travel May 2027



Honors Contracts



Honors Contract Packet



What IS an Honors Contract?

Turn a regular section of a class into an Honors 

Learning Experience

• Extend your knowledge of a class topic

• Connect class topics to your major or a passion

• Expand on a class assignment

• Collaborate with faculty

Honors Contracts



Honors Contracts

Completed in a class you are already taking

Establish at the beginning of the semester

15 hours over the course of the semester; 1 hour per week

Contract does not impact grade in class

General Education/Major/Minor/Your choice

Honors Contracts



With an Honors Contract, 

you can:

 Showcase your Creative 

Productivity

 Demonstrate learning beyond 

a paper

 Experiment with a new tool or 

technology 

Honors Contracts

Page 3 of Honors Contract Packet



Samantha Lopatowski

• Fashion Design & Merchandising 

major

• FCS 122: Apparel Product 

Development I

• Created a 13-minute video 

teaching beginning hand-sewing 

techniques to combat fashion 

waste

Honors Contract Examples



Kyle Gilles

• Music: Media Composition 

major

• MUS 231A20 Applied Music

• Composed a piece for 8 French 

Horns and self-produced a 

multitrack recording & YouTube 

video

Honors Contract Examples



Sarah Wierschem

• Creative Technologies: 

Game Design major

• ENG 247A02 Intermediate 

Creative Writing

• Created 6-7 dialogue trees 

for 3 characters of a video 

game

Honors Contract Examples



Nicole Bresnik

• Middle Level Teacher Education 

major

• TCH 236: Teaching Literacy through 

Adolescent Literature

• Created a Monopoly game board 

inspired by Suzanne Collin’s novel 

Sunrise on the Reaping

Honors Contract Examples



Keys to Honors Contracts

Form Deadline



Planning Your Contract

1. Pick a class 

• Review your syllabi to identify possible topics for 

a contract.

• Are there any skills you want to learn?

• Is there a specific instructor?

Honors Contracts



Planning Your Contract

2. Meet with your instructor

• Start early and set up a meeting

• Share Honors Contract resources

• Suggest an idea unique to your interests

• Finalize your plan based on the instructor’s 

feedback and suggestions

Honors Contracts



Planning Your Contract

3. Submit the Honors Contract Form

• Be aware of the deadline

• Submit the form with your instructor

• Be specific

• No news is good news

Honors Contracts



Be aware of the deadline.

Honors Contracts



Honors Contracts

End of the semester

Students Instructors Honors Program

Submit final products to 

instructors.
Evaluate final products.

Final week of classes- 

contact instructors.

Keep a copy of the 

contract for future 

reference.

Confirm completion of 

Honors Contracts.

Note Contract courses as 

“Honors” on transcripts.



Resources:

Honors Program website

Honors Contracts

https://honors.illinoisstate.edu/academics/honors-learning/contracts/


A meaningful Honors Contract 
experience might set the foundation 
for future Honors Research.

Honors Contracts Honors Research



Honors Research



Research



Honors Research

Additional credit hours you register and pay for

Establish during registration OR at the beginning of the 

semester 

Submit the Honors form to receive permission to register

1 credit hour = average of 3 hours/week; 45 hours total

Earn a grade

Typically major related

Honors Research



 3 types of Honors Research

 Be sure to register for the Honors version of research

Honors Research

https://honors.illinoisstate.edu/academics/honors-learning/research/


Honors Research

Registration Process

1. Meet with faculty supervisor to develop a plan. 

2. Submit the appropriate Honors Research form by 

the deadline.

3. Register for the appropriate credit hours after 

notification of the override.



Honors Research

Resources:

Honors Program Website

• Examples of research in almost all Departments/Schools

• Expectations for hours of work per week

• Link to tuition and fees calculator

https://honors.illinoisstate.edu/academics/honors-learning/research/


Honors Learning Experiences Review



HLE Question 1

 What are the two keys to an Honors 

Contract?

 to Reggie?

 Form

 Deadline



HLE Question 2

 What do Study in the States and Honors 

Study Abroad have in common?

 Required pre-trip meetings

 Honors Travel experiences



HLE Question 3

 True or False? I can register for any 

section of Honors Research.

 False



HLE Question 4

 True or False? The required outcome 

of an Honors Contract is a paper.

 False



HLE Question 5

 Honors Sections and Seminars are full. 

What are your other options for a spring 

Honors Learning Experience?

 Honors Contract

 Honors Exploration

 Honors Research

 Honors Travel (Study in the States)

 Use banked experience



Honors Peer Mentor 

Spotlight 





Honors Advising

Fall 2026

 Honors Advisor remains available 

Spring 2027

 Primary Advisor = Honors

 Advising appointments begin in early February

 Summer registration is in late February

 Fall registration starts on March 22



Honors Advisor

 Honors Learning Experiences

 Honors Program Opportunities

 Involvement

Major Advisor

 Long-term academic planning

 Summer classes/transfer credit

 Study abroad

Academic Advising



 Paid positions with a variety of roles

 Spring application process

 Info announced in weekly Honors email

Honors Student Leadership Team



Upcoming Honors Events
 Paint and Sip

•Tuesday, November 10th

•6 – 8 pm, Escalante 

Room

 Graham Cracker 

Challenge

• Wednesday, December 2nd

• 7 – 9 pm, Honors Program 

Building



Announcements for Next Week

 Read the pre-class reading and post your pre-class 

assignment

 Peer Mentor will cover the next Dimension of 

Honors Learning: Leadership Development

 The next group will lead an activity on Leadership 

Development
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