
What is an Honors Contract?
Turn a regular section of a class into an Honors Learning 
Experience
• Extend your knowledge of a class topic
• Connect class topics to your major or a passion
• Expand on a class assignment
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• Customize your Honors Learning
• Expand your knowledge on a topic
• Collaborate with faculty
• Mentoring and networking 

Honors Contract Benefits



Contracts
Completed in a class you are already taking

Establish at the beginning of the semester

15 hours over the course of the semester

Contract does not impact grade in class

General Education/Major/Minor/Your choice

Honors Contract Process



Getting Started
Use your Creative Productivity.
You’re not limited to writing a paper.
Is there a certain end product you 
have in mind?
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Getting Started
• Look for topics in your syllabi that you are passionate 

about or that you would enjoy investigating.
• What are some “gaps” in your resume?
• Identify an exceptional course instructor with whom you 

hope to collaborate.
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Good to know….

• Start early!
• Prepare for a conversation with your instructor. 
• Suggest an idea unique to your interests and aspirations.  
• Some instructors, for various reasons, might be unavailable to 

collaborate.
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• Submit the Honors 
Contract form by the 
deadline.

• The Honors Program 
reviews for clarity and 
completeness.  
No news is good news.

• You and your instructor 
receive a copy.

Honors Contracts

https://honors.illinoisstate.edu/academics/honors-learning/contracts/


• Connect to one or more of 
the Dimensions of Honors 
Learning 

• Plan one or more 
meetings with your 
instructor to discuss your 
progress and seek 
feedback.
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Honors Contracts
End of the semester

Honors Program Students Instructors

Contact instructors for 
confirmation of completion 
of Contracts.

Submit final products to 
instructors. Evaluate final products.

Contact students with form 
to reflect on the experience. Submit reflection form. Confirm completion of 

Honors Contracts.

Note Contract courses as 
“Honors” on transcripts.

Keep a record of the 
contract for future reference. Comment on final products.
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